MESABI IRAIL

Migsissippi River fo the Boundary Waters.

@stroteligent@

Aaron W. Hautala
218-454-3210 ext 800
Strateligent.com



Goal:

Tell a purposeful & visual
Mesabi Trail story




Why?

To build relationships between counties,
cities, businesses, and organizations
achieving economic development
through outdoor recreation.



OUR STRATEGY:

Make it easier

to experience the
Mesabi Trail
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MISSISSIPPI

Enjoy scenic and fun cycling adventures

on the Mesabi Trail Mississippi Segment.
Along the way, you'll be surrounded by lush
forests, ore stockpiles, and overburden hills.
Take a dip in Prairie River and jump off a
cliff in Nashwauk at the LaRue Mine Lake.

Grand Kapio\s
to Nashwauk
29.0 MILES

ESABI
RAIL

MISSISSIPPI

Nashwauk
to Gilbert

55.4 MILES

M
TRAIL
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In Chisholm, visit “The Emergence of Man
Through Steel" sculpture (or as the locals call
it, Iron Man). Cycling through Virginia—the
Queen City of the Iron Range. On your way
out, pedal or stroll through the historic Olcott
Park, grab a bite to eat at the community-
owned co-op, or satisfy your sweet tooth at
Minnesota’s oldest candy store. Then, cycle
across Minnesota's tallest bridge and climb
up and through Pike Rock Cut to Gilbert.

Minviesota’s
tallest bridge

Segment Specific Edutainment (Education meets Entertainment)

LAURENTIAN

Laurentian — “Ride the Laurentian Divide"
Giants Ridge through the Embarrass %
Lowland and all the way to Tower. See Gllber"'
what ‘up north’ looks like as you cycle the + T
Laurentian segment where cyclists have 0 owey
been known to spot a moose or two!

50.4 MILES

tmbarrass MESABI
RAIL
LAURENTIAN

Discover the Minnesota iron north on the
Vermilion segment. Cycle or hike among
Vermilion boreal forests, where tall pines
stretch endlessly to the sky. Fly like an
eagle through stunning bedrock cuts that
showcase the area's unique geology, and
maybe even catch a glimpse of common
Vermilion wildlife: moose, deer, mink,
raccoon, porcupines, and bear.




Mesabi Trail Access Pointy

(1) GRAND RAPIDS &

1336 Fairgrounds Road
Grand Rapids, MM CC744

Park at morth end of ltasca Co. Faingrounds
Campground parking lot.

(2) COLERAINE

803 Cole Street,
Coleraine, MM 55722
Park at Longyear Park (400 Cole 5t)

(3) BOVEY

Ist Street & 1st Ave,
Bovey, MM 55709
Park on any of the city streets

(&) TACONITE

Bennett Street & Hodgins Ave,
Taconite, MN 55786
Parking avzilable at the Community Center

(5) MARBLE
Mear - 603 Alice Ave
Marble, MM 55764
Park behind the ball fisld

(6) CALUMET

Gary Street & Hill-Annex Minnesota
State Park Road,

Calumet, MN 55716

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(T) PENGILLY
Minnesota Highway &5, Pengilly

When you turn from Hwy 1689 onto Hay 65,
parking is immediately to your left

NASHWAUK
Mear - 703 Tst 5t
MNashwaulk, MM 55769
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(3) KEEWATIN
West 3rd Avenue & Morth Teh Street
Keewatin, MM 55753
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(19) HIBBING

1201 Greyhound Boulevard
Hibbing, MN CET46

Parking avzilable at the Greyhound Bus
Musaum parking lot

(1) CHISHOLM
East Lake Street & st Ave SE
Chisholm, MW 55719
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(i) BUHL
Culver Ave & State Street
Buhl, MM 55713

Park on any city street near the
Mesabi Trail entry point kiosk
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(i3) KINNEY
Hwy 169 & Co Hwy 25
Great Scott Township, MM

From Hwy 168, exit north onto Co Hwy 25 and
continue 310 mile towards Kinney, but not into
‘o, Trail access and parking ot are on the left.

(15 MOUNTAIN IRON
Locomotive Street & Mesabi Ave
Mountain Iron, MM 55768
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(i3 VIRGINIA
1428 North 9th Ave
Virginia, MM 55792
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

GILBERT

Kansas Ave & Ore-Be-Gone Drive
Gilbert, MM 55741
Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(") EVELETH

MESABI STATION &

111 Station 44 Road

Eveleth, MM 55734

This access point is at Mesabi Station,
Trailhead for the Mesabi Trail. Parking
available at lower level parking lot near the
entry point kiosk. NOTE - this is a spur from
the main trail

FAYAL POND

1502 Minnesota 37

Eveleth, MN 55734

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry
point. Access to the Trail is to the east, under
the Hwy 53 owver-pass, immediately after the
exit ramp.

NOTE - this is o spur from the main troil

FAYAL TOWMSHIP

4375 Shady Lane
Eveleth, MN 55734
Parking available at the Township Hall

MCKINLEY

5252 Heritage Trail
Gilbert, MM 55741

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point
NOTE - there is o gap with no poved trail
betwesan McKinley & Biwabik. Heoding west
—there is powved toil connecting to Gilbert.
Heading east - detour to the showlder of Hey
135 to get to Biwabik. Construction completion
expected by the end of 2023 There is paved troil
ogoin starting east of Biwobik.
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BIWABIK

BIWABIK

6233 Minnesota 135

Biwabik, MM 55708

Parking near Mesabi Trail entry point

EMBARRASS LAKE
5866 Minnesota 135
Biwabik, MM 55705

Direct acoess to the Mesabi Trail and parking
right off Hwy 135 at the Wayside Rest & Boat
Landing.

GIANMTS RIDGE
6329 Wynne Creek Drive
Biwabik, MN S5708

This access point is right at the entrance to
Giants Ridge ski resort. Parking at the resort.

@0 AURORA
Hill Street & Co Hwy 100
Aurora, MM 55705

Parking at the Mesabi Trail entry point kiosk and
yellow archway.

NOTE - this is 0 spur from the main trail, there
is no connectivity east beyond Aurocno.

(37) EMBARRASS
4846 Highway 21
Embarrass, MM 55732
Parking very near the Mesabi Trail entry point
kiosk. WOTE - the Trail travels north for 9.5 miles
ond dead ends ot Hwy 26, about & miles short
of Tower. There is no connectivity to Tower at
this time. It i NOT recommended to detour to
the shoulder of Hwy 135 as there is no shoulder

(@) TOWER
Pine Street & Poirier Road
Tower, MN 55790

Park in the lot by the Civic Center and Trail
Museum. Access the Mesabi Trail just a half block
south.

(23 SOUDAN

Breitung Monument Park
C2E3 Hwy 169
Soudan, Mn 55782

There is parking and a paved path that connects
to the greater Mesabi Trail
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@) EAGLES NEST
1552 Bear Head State Park Road
Ely, MN 55731
Eagles Mest is 13 miles southwwest of Ely off
Hwy 165, on the way to Bear Head State Park.

Parking is near the Township Hall at the
Mesabi Trail entry point kiosk.

@3 ELY

ELY

Pioneer Road & Miners Drive East
Ely, MM 55731

Park in the lot off Miners Drive east, look
for the Mesabi Trail entry point kiosk
Access to the Trail is to the east across

Pigneer Rd. You can also access the
Trezona City Trail here.

Hwy 169 and Co Hwy 88,

Ely, MM 55731

Additional access point at the intersection
of Hwy 165 and Co Hwy BB in Ely
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For Mesabi Trail Information:

MesabiTrail.com
877-637-2241

& wheel pass is required for ages 18
and older using wheels on the trail.
Cost is $20 annually or $10 for 2-days.
Available online at mesabitrail.com
or at pass vendors listed on other
side of this map.

The Mesabi Trail has been

funded in part by the
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Mesabi Trail Access Points

(1) GRAND RAPIDS &

1336 Fairgrounds Road
Grand Rapids, MN 55744

Park at north end of ltasca Co. Fairgrounds
Campground parking lot.

(2) COLERAINE

803 Cole Street,
Coleraine, MM L5722

Park at Longyear Park (400 Cole 5t)

(3) BOVEY

Ist Street & Ist Ave,
Bovey, MM 55709

Park on amy of the city streets

(&) TACONITE

Bennett Street & Hodgins Ave,
Taconite, MN 55786

Parking available at the Community Center

(5) MARBLE

Mear - 603 Alice Ave
Marble, MN 557645

Park behind the ball field

(6) CALUMET

Gary Street & Hill-Annex Minnesota
State Park Road,
Calumet, MM 55716

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(7) PENGILLY

Minnesota Highway &5, Pengilly

When you turn from Hwy 189 onto Hwy &5,
parking is immediately to your left

NASHWAUK

FIYSICaAdl AQATeSsSsSes

(13) KINNEY

Hwy 169 & Co Hwy 25
Great Scott Township, MN

From Hwy 169, exit north onto Co Hwy 25 and
continue 310 mile towards Kinney, but not into

tow. Trail access and parking lot are on the left.

(14) MOUNTAIN IRON

Locomotive Street & Mesabl Ave
Mountain lron, MN 55768

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(i3 VIRGINIA
1428 Morth S9th Ave
Virginia, MN 55792

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

GILBERT

Kansas Ave & Ore-Be-Gone Drive
Gilbert, MN L574]

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry point

(17) EVELETH

MESABI STATION &
M Station 44 Road

Eveleth, MN 55734

This access point is at Mesabi Station,
Trailhead for the Me=abi Trail. Parking
available at lowwer level parking ot near the

entry point kiosk. NOTE - this is a spur from

the main trail

FAYAL POMD

1502 Minnesota 37
Eveleth, MN L5734

Parking available near Mesabi Trail entry

BIWABIK

BIWABIK

6233 Minnesota 135
Biwabik, MN 55708

Parking near Mesabi Trail entry point

EMBARRASS LAKE
BA&6 Minnesota 136
Biwabik, MN 55705

Direct access to the Mesabi Trail and parking
right off Hwy 135 at the Wayside Rest & Boat

Larvdirg.

GIANTS RIDGE

6329 Wynne Creek Drive
Biwabik, MN 55708

This access point is right at the entrance to
Giants Ridge ski resort. Parking at the resort

@9 AURORA

Hill Street & Co Hwy 100
Aurora, MN 55705

Parking at the Mesabi Trail entry point kaosk and
wellows arcihway.

NOTE - this is o spur from the main trail, thers
is no comnectivity east beyond Auroro.

@ EMBARRASS

4846 Highway 21

Embarrass, MN 55732

Parking very near the Mesabi Trail entry point
kposk. NOTE - the Trai travels narth for 95 miles

and dead ends ot Hwy 26, about & mules short
of Tower. There is no connectivity to Tower at

this time. It is NOT recommended to detour to
the shoulder of Hwy 135 as there is no shoulder

TOWER
Pine Street & Poirier Road

point. Access to the Trail is to the east, under
the Hwy L3 over-pass, immediately after the

exit ramp.
MNOTE - this is a spur frarm the main trail.

Tower, MN 55790
Park in the lot by the Civic Center and Trail

Museum. Access the Mesabi Trail just a half block
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Customer Service - Quick Links for Fast Planning
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ELEVATION (FEET)

Customer Service - Showcasing Elevation
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OUR STRATEGY:

On-Trail Adventure +

In-Town Experience =
| Want That!




In 2023 we introduced,







In 2024
we doubled down,
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COLLABORATION:
Public Relation Wins




SOUTH MAKNOWMIEN
NITAY YUNA

MINNESOTA HAS THOUSANDS OF MILES OF PAVED LAKES STATE TRAR
AND MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS TO EXPLORE
by KATE LINGGI

Southern Minnesota

BELMONT PARK

LOCATION: Jackson 43 81993963095932
95.02855401338513

TYeR: LUnpaved

DISTANCE: 5.3 miles

DESCRIPTION: This BO-acre park is nch with
history and natural beauty. Located on the
east bank of the Des Mownes River, this
trall has switchbacks, berms, and jJumps
that drop 120 feet iInto the river valley
PARKING: Avaslable onsite.

LeveL: Easy to difficult

COSY: Frew

NPo: S07-847-2525; cojackson.mn.us

BLAZING STAR
STATE TRAIL

: , - LOCATION: Albert Lea,

TIPS il | e ‘ 43.642570657540055, -93.32250720864288

' YeR: Paved

DISTANCE: O miles
pESCRIPTION: A paved stretch that
connects Albernt Lea Lake and Myre-Big
island State Park, this trail features a
diverse landscape of wetiands, praine,

Minnesota

and oak savanna, as well as great birding
SpOLs in the spring and fall

PARKING: One 0t avarlable next Lo Frank

Hall Park at the intersection of Frank and
James avenues parking also avallable in
Myre-Big island State Park

LEveL Moderate

COsY: Free

wro: 507-414-6193; mndnr.gov/trails

REDHEAD MOUNTAMN
BINE PARR ALDNE ™™™V
MESADI TRAIL NEAR

CNISOLM PO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE BIKE TRANIL
. TO INCLUDE IN THIS LISTY

Email anslvoniigreenspring com o
be odded ondine and n future tsues

20) | MK MINNESOTA 2024 | MINNESOTAMONTHLY.COM MINNESOTAMONTHLY.COM | Bixk MINNESOTA 2024 | 21
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With its hills, curves and striking terrain, the
trail across the Iron Range offers one of the
state’s most distinctive cycling experiences.

By Bob Timmons, photos by Aaron Lavinsky
The Minnesota Star Tribune
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Built segment by segment between Grand Rapids and Ely over the past 29
years, the trail is at a defining moment. New segments (such as McKinley to
Biwabik) are under construction, and ground will break on the trail’s final
section from Embarrass to Tower next year, continuing managers’ plans to link
up more than 28 cities and towns along the path. There are dreams for adding
even more miles and communities, too. Trail managers estimate this year’s use
will surpass the 185,000 visitors in 2023.

Just the idea of the trail rankled some people back in the early 1990s. But their
worries about crime and spending millions on bike recreation have largely
been replaced with support and pride among trail towns.

The current momentum is similar to a pot of water simmering toward a boil,
said Sarah Ciochetto, deputy director at the St. Louis and Lake Counties
Regional Railroad Authority, which owns and manages the trail.

“You turn on the burner and it takes a while,” Ciochetto said. “I think we are
there. We are at that point and it is ready to just take off.”

Reporter Bob Timmons and Sarah Ciochetto, deputy Bob Timmons, Sarah Ciochetto and Aaron Hautala set out
director of the St. Louis and Lake Counties Regional on Sept. 10 from Grand Rapids. "From the Mississippi to the
Railroad Authority, prepare to embark from Hotel Rapids in Boundary Waters" is the vision for the finished Mesabi Trail,
Grand Rapids, Minn., on the Mesabi Trail. linking miles of lovely vistas and interesting towns.

€ o __9

Over the ‘mountain

The Grand Rapids trailhead was a welcoming start line on my first day of
riding in early September. Columns of isolated pines gave way to dense, rolling
hardwoods. After only a few miles, I had an arresting sight that would become
more common over the next 100: Rising from a lake’s edge stood a curious red
mountain, a waste pile of rock and soil removed in mining to get to iron ore,
also known as overburden or spoils. I wasn’t only seeing them; I rode over

ey CACOTaaNal | R ) S KRR ChReritll RSNSOIy ARl A, [SSOAI TNt N St IR, DN DR Oy LS OB, BR, IS MOl RONC
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The cyclists cross the Prairie River outside Grand Rapids, Minn., passing mine
lakes and a mountain of rock and soil removed in mining to get at iron ore.

Atop her Aventon e-bike, Ciochetto pointed out markers of the past — an old
depot in ruin or rail tracks poking through the understory — as we whizzed
past. And she took pride in highlighting towns that accommodated trail users
by, say, freshening up parks at a trailhead or showcasing expansive overlooks
of canyon-like old mining pits transformed into shimmering spring-fed pools.
The knowledge deepened my appreciation of my ride — recreation tinged with
a sense of place.

Since 1993, the railroad authority has received about $36 million in federal and
state money to build the trail. Its master plan called for a 135-mile path, but
currently there are plans for 162%;, Ciochetto said, including a 6'5-mile final
segment, in two phases, that will connect Embarrass and Tower.

Hovt Lake’s connection to the corridor will be done bv 2026. Babbitt.

Jo
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and 30-second-long descents winding through fragrant pines before we slowed
into boggy lowlands, rumbling across a three-quarter-mile boardwalk and into

Embarrass.

i_
|

CANELAKE‘_ BRO

George Delich, owner of Four Seasons Market, bags up beef sticks for the hungry cyclists.
The longtime butcher in Coleraine says he's seen a steady uptick of cyclists popping in. In
Virginia, Canelake’s Candies offers sweet treats for riders. The cyclists pass First Lutheran
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next year, to pick up the final stretch beginning in Tower. I had only 25 miles
or so to Ely, but the hills weren’t done with me. As I passed through Soudan, I
continued a series of climbs toward Eagles Nest. Any toil was rewarded with
smooth pavement and a wide corridor out of Eagles Nest, which took several
years to complete on its way to Ely. I also encountered more e-bikers (one,
gamely, powered by on an adult e-tricycle), who were added indicators of
where the trail’s use is headed.

Trail shuttle driver Craig Johnson of Ely Lake moved 200 cyclists in August
alone, at least half of them e-bike owners. Johnson and his wife, Chris, help
ferry some customers on multiday trips. August’s ledger showed an increase in
business of 50% from a year ago, he said.

Some of those cyclists get their start at Ardent Bicycle Shop in Grand Rapids,
where owner Peter Gustafson said there has been a steady increase from one-
day e-bike rentals to multiday use.

The riders visit the massive Iron Man statue before
hitting the trail Chisolm.

Hautala has been a key player in the development and promotion of mountain
biking at Cuyuna Country State Recreation in the Crosby-Ironton area. Now he
is consulting the railroad authority. Cuyuna has encouraged newcomers of all
ages and skills as it has expanded the trails. About 350,000 visited the
recreation area in 2022. He said he sees similar momentum now on the
Mesabi, centered partly on the rise of e-bikes.

“E stands for equalizer, not electric, in this case. But you can do [the trail]
now,” he said after we were passed by four middle-aged e-bikers. We both
noticed they were smiling. “That’s the point. They can. The Mesabi is about
building community. Community among people. Community among cities.
Community across the whole northern part of the state.”

The railroad authority says the trail draws 34% of users from outside northeast
Minnecota Tohneon <aid hic widenine chiittle crietomer bace ciinnorte the
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COLLABORATION:
Iron Range Tourism Win
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Top Reasons to Discover the Range

Northern Minnesota's Iron Range is undergoing a renaissance of sorts, with new
trails, businesses, and events popping up in cities like Hibbing, Biwabik, Virginia,
and Chisholm.
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By Iron Range Tourism - March 4, 2024
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Minnesota
Minnesota's Iron Range is not like anywhere else in the state, or even the country. Native 12 WEEKS OF
Americans, French Voyageurs, and immigrants from 43 countries built the foundation for a Sm !

region whose uniaue geoloev is constantly beine explored and whose lakes and forests



1. Amazing Trails

You've never seen trails like these! Built in and around former iron ore mines, the hiking and
mountain biking trails of Redhead Mountain Bike Park put you in the middle of history,
which, by the way, is pretty beautiful. Clear water from underground aquifers fills open
mines that are hundreds of feet deep with sheer cliff walls. Did we mention you can kayak in
many of these mine lakes, too? Swim, fish, and paddle after hiking or cycling. There's
nowhere in Minnesota, or the country, like this. And did we mention the Mesabi Trail? Its
paved surface traverses 162 miles, passing through 28 communities. So grab your mountain
bike and your road bike and explore the land of mines and pines. Look for other hiking trails
in the Superior National Forest or at Giants Ridge resort, and rent bicycles there or 30West
in Chisholm. You can also rent kayaks, stand-up paddleboards, and ATVs.

Scents to Scenes by Cheryl LeClair-
Sommer

February 10 - March 23

Join our Turtle Rescue Team | SEA
LIFE at Mall of America

March 1 @ 10:00 am - April 14 @ 8:00 pm

Edible Exhibition
March 2 - April 21

MINNESOTA IE——

COUNCIL
Funded by Beel Farmers and Ranchers

TOGETHER WE

BRING MORE.
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TOGETHER WE
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3. Only On The Range Shopping & Dining

The state's oldest confectioner, Canelakes’ Candies in Virginia, is not to be missed, with an
old-fashioned candy counter full of every chocolate—all homemade—that you could dream
of, plus all your favorite candy brands, homemade fruit-flavored treats, and a soda fountain.
Get your green rivers and vanilla cokes, or just a couple scoops of ice cream! Browse their
Minnesota and Iron Range souvenirs. Canelakes is a must-stop. To truly experience The
Range, a couple other stops stand out: For a delicious porketta sandwich, it's Whispering

Pinec ractalirant in Gilbart Eor the recion’c onlv craft hear vicit Rooamtawn Browery in




COLLABORATION:
Club Mesabi Win
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MESABI TRAIL

150-mile trail from Grand Rapids to Ely
Looking for an adventure? Try traversing the 150-plus miles

of paved paths on the Mesabi Trail. From Grand Rapids to Ely,
visitors will ind an asphalt trazl built on old logging and mining
roads, abandoned ratlroad beds and highwayvs, and some city
streets, Twentyv-eight access points are available for starting
points. Along the way, gaze at the sprawling forests of northeast
Minnesota, Inkes, creeks, ponds, and wetlands, During your
journey, you'll ride across the tallest bridge in Minnesota, just
south of Virginia. The newest section, between Tower and Ely,
takes vou to the doorstep of the Boundary Waters Canoc Area
Wilderness. NOTE: Three sections on the east end of the trail
will be under construction this year—see website for details.
Trailhead/Parking: 28 access points (refer to website)
For more info: mesabitrail.com

26 CTIMATE TRAL WIDE 2071 | MINNESOTAMONTHLY.COM
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COLLABORATION:
Ride The Range Win




R0t THE RANGE

MESABI TRAIL: THE UNTAPPED GYGLING
HEAVEN OF MINNESOTA'S ICONIC NORTH

RideTheRange.com Ten e

Stay on the Iron
Range

The Mesabi Trail stretches 162 miles from the Mississippi River in
Grand Rapids, MN, to the gateway of the Boundary Waters
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http://RideTheRange.com
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Is the Communication and
Collaboration Working?




Website Analytics - 2023 versus 2024

Total Website Users:
+11.49%




Website Analytics - 2023 versus 2024

Length of time on site:
+8.26%




Website Analytics - 2023 versus 2024

Google Paid Traffic
Time On Site

+ 100%




2021 versus 2024

Print Map
Online Orders

+ 679%




2024 Trail Usage

177,043 & counting




An Added Bonus:







There is no feat we together
cannot accomplish.




Imagine the power and
positivity of a united
Minnesota Iron Range.




It can’t happen everywhere,
but it can happen here.




Let’s make it happen.



@stroteligent“

Aaron W. Hautala
218-454-3210 ext 800
Strateligent.com



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49

